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EDUCATION  

 

 Ph.D. Information and Knowledge Society (Grant holder) 

 Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain 

Sep 2017- Present 

Doctoral Research  

 

My doctoral research focuses on the deconstruction and reconstruction of the 

relationship between individual freedom and technology with reference to the 

contemporary challenges that are introduced by the information and communication 

technologies. I try to formulate a novel aspect on the mentioned relationship as a 

unique contribution of speculative visual fiction pieces as a mood of philosophizing. 

My hypothesis is that there is a shift from the discipline societies (understood in the 

Foucauldian sense) to societies of control (understood in the Deleuzian sense) and 

contemporary normative theories based on the conceptualization of individual freedom 

overlook this shift. Consequently, although individuals, by the self-regulated, 

ultimately free, consent based actions that they practice within the domain of the digital 

technologies, coerce their individual freedoms by their aware selves, it is not 

considered as a mitigation of individual freedom within the contemporary theoretical 

debates based on the topic. Therefore, in my research I try to raise some concerns on 

the freely given ‘consent’ of the aware individuals as being the primary criteria of 

individual freedom within the scope of these technologies. The primary goal of my 

research is to propose the concept of 'mitigation of individual freedom by consent' and I 

plan to introduce this mentioned novel conceptualization by close reading of the 

speculative visual fiction pieces as a mood of philosophizing which is understood in the 

sense that philosophy should make film a partner in the creation of concepts, because 

film evokes new possibilities for thought. 

 

MA Political Philosophy 

Pompeu Fabra University, Barcelona, Spain                                                                                     

 Sep 2016-Sep 2017 
 

 Ranked 15th best young university in the world, 11th in Europe and 2nd in Spain 

according to Times Higher Education. 

 %100 English Curriculum. 

   GPA: 8.64 / 10.0 

 
Selected Courses: 

 

- Main Themes and Research                 

  Methods in Political Philosophy  

- Modern Political Philosophy 

- Contemporary Political Philosophy 

- Democracy and Political Liberalism:      

Theoretical and Institutional Features 

- Political Theory in the 21st Century 

mailto:aerol@uoc.edu


 

B.A. Television Reporting & Programming & B.A. International Relations 

Istanbul Bilgi University, Istanbul, Turkey                                                                               

           Sep 2010-Jul 2015 

 GPA : 3.70 / 4.00 in 100% English curriculum 

 Graduated as the Top Student from Television Reporting and Programming 

Major 

 Graduated with an High Honor Degree from both majors 

 Top 0.029% on National University Entrance Exam (#350 out of ~1,500,000 

test takers on Social Track,  #197 out of ~1,500,000 test takers on English 

Language Track) 

 Full Government Scholarship (Awarded to the students ranked in Top 5% at 

national university entrance exam) 

 

Selected Courses  

 

- Political Thought                                                           - Fiction/ Non-Fiction      

- Political Philosophy and Cinema                     - Media Theory and Control  

- Contemporary Political Theory                    - TV Content Production 

- Theories of Democracy and Human Rights                  - Visual Storytelling  

- Politics and Movie                      - Visual Studies 

- Comparative Politics          - Digital Cultures  

 

 

Philosophy and Technology Summer School 

Institute of Philosophy of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia   

       Jun 17-20, 2019 

 

Selected Courses  

 

- Heidegger’s critique of modern technology:  - The Metaphysics of Artefacts  

A critical approach       - Ethics and New Technologies 

- Mechanization of Nature at the Outset           - Ethical Problems of Modern Military    

of Modern Science                               Technology 

- Technai, epistēmai and poiēsis in Plato          - Technology, Philosophy and Science 

and Plotinus: Tacit knowledge    - The Apocalypse of Modernity 

 in classical and post-classical  

intellectualism and implications 

 for a post-technological 

concept of mind. 

 

University of Liverpool Summer School 

University of Liverpool, Liverpool, UK                                            

     Jul – Aug, 2012 

Selected Courses 

 

- Global Marketing 

- Leadership in Contemporary Business 
 



High School  

American Collegiate Institute Izmir, Turkey                                          

     Sep, 2006 – Jun, 2010 

 GPA: 4.78/5.00 

 English based education 

 Top 5% on National High School Entrance Exam 

 

PAPERS AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 

Erol, A., & Erol, M. (2019). A contemporary approach to philosophy of 

consciousness: NanoPhysicalism. Dialogues in philosophy, mental and neurosciences, 

12 (2), 53-64. 

 

Erol, A. (2018). Future foresight through speculative visual fiction: Technology and 

individual freedom via 'Nosedive'. In Tudor, M-A., & Bratosin, S., (Eds.), Believe in 

technology: Mediatization of the future and the future of mediatization. Paper 

presented at 4th International ComSymbol Conference, Aurel Vlaicu University of 

Arad, Romania, 8-9 November (pp. 51-62). France: IARSIC. 

 

Erol, A. (2018). Philosophizing through ‘Nosedive’: Imprisonment by consent. In 

Dogan, E., & Dogan, E., (Eds.) Current debates in media studies (pp.195-204). 

London: IJOPEC. 

 

Erol, A. (2017, August 29). Will the Internet be the Death of Metaphysics? Thinking 

Gianni Vattimo through Black Mirror, the ‘Nosedive’ Episode. Retrieved from 

http://www.publicseminar.org/2017/08/will-the-internet-be-the-death-of-

metaphysics/#.Wa-5_XdJbEY 

 

CONFERENCES  

 

Cyberpolitics: The Future of Political Philosophy Conference 

University of Coimbra, Portugal 

             Nov 15-16, 2019 

 Oral presentation of the abstract focusing on raising some concerns on the 

freely given ‘consent’ of the individuals as being the primary criteria of 

individual freedom within the scope of digital technologies due to the kind of 

control integrated into the pleasures and desires of the individuals which is 

acknowledged to problematize the conceptualization of mitigation of 

individual freedom introduced by the negative and positive freedom camps. 

 

 

Digital Transparency Lab Conference 

Telefonica, Barcelona, Spain                                                                        

     Nov 15, 2018 
 

 Organized to discuss about the consequences of the machine learning and 

artificial intelligence on the society and to formulate predictions, which are 

thought to be growing exponentially in the coming years. 

http://www.publicseminar.org/2017/08/will-the-internet-be-the-death-of-metaphysics/#.Wa-5_XdJbEY
http://www.publicseminar.org/2017/08/will-the-internet-be-the-death-of-metaphysics/#.Wa-5_XdJbEY


 Discussions made on data privacy & security, and on the ethical use of data. 

 

International ComSymbol Conference on Believe in Technology: Mediatization of 

the Future and the Future of Mediatization    

Université Aurel Vlaicu, Arad, Romania                        

                                                        Nov 08-09, 2018 
 

 Written a paper published as a proceeding of the conference by IARSIC 

(France). 

 Oral presentation of the written paper focusing on the contemplation of the 

speculative visual fiction genre as a critical foresight on the future of the 

technology and its effects to the individuals and to the society. 

 
 
Current Debates in Social Sciences International Conference 

Istanbul, Turkey. Organized by University of Westminster [United Kingdom], 

Harran University [Turkey], VUZF University [Bulgaria], University of Belgrade 

[Serbia], and IJOPEC Publication [United Kingdom] 

                           

      Apr 19-21, 2018 

 

 Written a paper to be published as a chapter in the international edited 

book by IJOPEC Publication (London). 

 Oral presentation of the written paper focusing on a novel theory based 

on the precise relationship between technology and individual freedom 

emphasized through ‘Nosedive’ episode of Black Mirror TV Series. 

 

Istanbul Critical Theory Conference - Adorno and Politics 

Bosphorus University, Istanbul, Turkey  

Jun 2-4, 2016 

 Organized to discuss about the relationship between politics and 

neoliberal economy, art and political action, the (im) possibilities of 

political practice, Adorno and modern and contemporary political theory, 

beyond Adorno: expanding the horizons of Critical Theory, relations and 

resonances between Adorno and the other critical thinkers, the past and 

the present.  

 The keynote speakers were Seyla Benhabib, Jay M. Bernstein, and Susan 

Buck-Morss. 

 
 

WORKSHOPS AND PARTICIPATION   

 

Decidim Fest 

Fabra i Coats, Barcelona, Spain 

Oct 29-31, 2019 

 

 3 days of presentations, debates, workshops and installations of the threats of 

datacracy and surveillance capitalism, the rise of digital extreme right, the 



power of cyberfeminism and network sorority, the need for democratic 

ecological transition against the climate crisis, the wealth of free software and 

open knowledge, the promise of the democratization of platforms, data, and 

artificial intelligence, the reality of democratic participation in multiple cities, 

and centrality to think and intervene on all these fronts of struggle in the 

network society.   

  

Cannes Film Festival 

Cannes, France 

May 15-17, 2019 

  

 Participated in the Cannes Film Festival 2019 with an access to the Official 

Selection (Competition, Out of Competition, Special Screenings, Un Certain 

Regard, Cannes Classics, and Cinema de la Plage) and to the Palais de 

Festivals. 

 

Conversation: Data Common and gaps in surveillance capitalism organized by the 

DECODE project workshop 

Hangar, Barcelona, Spain 

Mar 1, 2018 

  

 The workshop is aimed to grasp the legal, technological, and socioeconomic 

tools that allow citizens to take back control over their data and generate more 

common benefits out of them. 

 

Workshop on Philosophical Methodology  

Faculty of Philosophy, University of Barcelona, Spain 

 Mar 14-15, 2019 

 The workshop is grounded on the relation between conceptual analysis and 

philosophical knowledge, and on the role of hyperintensional explanatory 

notions such as grounding, fundamentality and essence for philosophical 

investigation. 

 

RESEARCH AND PROJECTS  

 

Research Projects 

 

School Break Project 

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain  

2018–2020 

 

Working on the School Break project, as a member of the GAME research group, 

supported by the Erasmus+ Programme. The aim of the project is to explore the 

possibilities of school students learning through playing and designing escape room 

type educational experiences.  

 

 



ESDigital Project 

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain  

2019-2022 

 

Working on ESDigital project, as a member of the GAME research group, funded by 

MINISTERIO DE CIENCIA, INNOVACIÓN y UNIVERSIDADES Programa 

Estatal de Generación del Conocimiento y Fortalecimiento Científico y Tecnológico 

del Sistema de I+D+I. The aim of the project is to examine how Internet and social 

media influence participation in the public sphere of democratic societies and also 

encourage young people’s political, social and cultural involvement and commitment. 
 
 
Master’s Research: Two Different Aspects on the Future of the Technology and Its 

Relation to Negative Freedom: Alphaville and Nosedive Episode of Black Mirror 

June, 2017 

 

My thesis develops an interpretation of the current relationship between technology 

and negative freedom theorized through the representation of technology and its 

relation to the concept of negative freedom in two speculative visual fiction pieces. 

One is Alphaville, une étrange aventure de Lemmy Caution, a 1965 French science 

fiction noir film directed by Jean-Luc Godard which is based on a technocratic 

government ruled by a computer. The other one is the "Nosedive” episode of the of 

the Black Mirror TV Series, which is a British television anthology series created by 

Charlie Brooker in 2011 that features speculative fiction with dark and sometimes 

satirical themes that examine modern society, particularly with regard to the 

consequences of new technologies.  The aim of the thesis is to offer an interpretation 

of the current relationship between technology and individual freedom theorized 

through two speculative visual fiction pieces to articulate the most precise current and 

future formulations on the consequences of the mentioned relationship. 
 
Documentary on 'The Occupy Movements in Brazil and Turkey’          

Feb, 2015 

 

Produced a short political documentary about the Occupy movements all over the 

world, focusing on the movements in Brazil and Turkey. The documentary was shot 

in Rio de Janeiro and Istanbul. It involves interviews done with the people 

participated in the demonstrations, and with authors such as Ali Simsek who wrote 

many books including The New Middle Class. 
 
Youth Association and Social-Cultural Stimulation Project 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil   

  Feb, 2014 

 

Presented the political and the cultural characteristics of Turkey as a part of a 

multinational project including participants from Brazil, Peru, Spain, Portugal, 

Bulgaria, and Sao Tome and Principe. The project was co-founded by European 

Union. 
 
Youth on the Move Erasmus Intensive Program 

Amsterdam, Holland         



      Mar, 2013 

 

Created a short documentary about the unemployment and the employment 

conditions of the media sector in Holland. The documentary was based on statistical 

data and on interviews with the early career employees. This project was co-founded 

by European Union. 
 
 

Short Documentary “The Life of Gökşin Sipahioğlu”                           

   Dec, 2013 

  

Created a short documentary on the life of an award-winning Turkish journalist and 

photographer Gökşin Sipahioğlu, the founder of “Sipa Press” which is one of the 

most known Paris based photo press agencies. The documentary includes interviews 

done with Altan Öymen, the former minister and former president of the Republican 

People's Party in Turkey, and with Sedat Aral, a well-known photojournalist in 

Turkey. 

 
Cultural Profile Project   

                                                                              Dec, 2010 

 

Created a short documentary on the cultural adaptation process of the well-known 

Armenian Cinematographer Hayk Kirakosyan to Turkish Culture. 
 
Comenius Media Links in Europe Project 

Madrid, Spain          

                        Mar, 2009 

 

Presentation on the characteristics of the Turkish media industry with a specific 

focus on the television content.  
 
Comenius Media Links in Europe Project 

Rome, Italy    

                                Mar, 2008 

 

Presentation on the characteristics of the Turkish media industry analyzed by 

the online research that is grounded on the statistical data.  

 

SHORT ESSAYS & OTHER WRITINGS 

 

 Orwellian Nightmare by Consent 

 
 Matrix through the Eyes of Nietzsche 

 
 Influence of Post-Apocalyptic Movies on the Fear of Death from a Terror 

Management Theory Perspective 
 

 Baudrillard and Hyperreality of the Media  
 

 John Locke and His Concept of Consent for Political Authority  



 
 Ethical Significance of Nationality  

 
 Is Agonistic Pluralism Compared to Liberalism a More Compatible Model with 

Value Pluralism?  
 

 Political Theories on the Destruction of the 20th  Century  
 

 Cross Media Storytelling  
 

 Internet Skills Level Measurement in Spain  
 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE  
 

Researcher 

GAME Research Group, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain                                                            

     Oct 2017- Present 

 

 Predoctoral researcher at GAME research group at Universitat Oberta de 

Catalunya. 

 GAME research group focuses on the transformations of the communicative 

practices associated with the access and generalized use of the Internet, 

addressing the analysis of cultural models of the knowledge society and its 

close relationship with the media outlets. 

 

Researcher 

TURBA Research Group, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain  

Oct 2017- Present  

 

 Predcotoral researcher at TURBA research group at Universitat Oberta de 

Catalunya. 

 TURBA research group aims to explore the complex and multi-scalar 

geographies of socio-environmental and technological urban transformations 

from a critical and interdisciplinary perspective. 
 

Public Relations Manager 

Papas Bistro, Cesme, Turkey                                              

   Jul 2015 - Jun 2016 

 Organized a charity event in which designer t-shirts were sold to raise 

money for local children in need of clothing and food. 
 

Public Relations Manager 

Gudi Events Organization, Istanbul, Turkey 

                           

 Sep 2014 - Jun 2015 

 Prepared a promotional video for the advertising of the start-up company. 

 Hosted international DJs, and organized 150-200 people events on the 

behalf of the start-up. 
 
 



Volunteer Teacher and Researcher 

Rode Viva NGO, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil      

 

 Jan – Feb, 2014 

 Researched on the social and economic parameters of the Brazilian society and 

conducted related interviews with Brazilian scholars, which were included in 

the 'The Occupy Movements in Brazil and Turkey’ short documentary. 

 Presented a research in the form of a business plan which is grounded on 

the analysis of the current financial and infrastructural problems of the 

NGO, and proposed solutions to raise the budget of the NGO to bolster the 

efficiency of it. 

 Taught English to needy children aged in between 3-5. 

 
Co-founder and Advisor 
 E1 Productions, Istanbul, Turkey                              

 Sep 2013 –Jun 2015 

 Launched an eight-person start-up to create audio-visual materials for 

the entertainment sector. 

 Advised the team primarily about the creative content. 

 

Intern 

Assistant Reporter, Yeni Asir Newspaper, Izmir, Turkey                               

    Jun - Jul 2011 

 Assisted a news reporter working on poverty and social security problems. 

 

LANGUAGES  

 

- English              (Advanced)                            - Spanish             (Intermediate) 

- French               (Beginner)                             - Turkish              (Native) 

 

 

 

 

 


